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In 1940, Price was inducted into the
American Society of Composers, Au-
thors and Publishers. She had com-
posed more than 300 works by the time
of her death in 1953.

We can be very, very proud of these
men and women. Their lives and leg-
acies are important to the history of
our country and the fight for equality.
The honor being bestowed upon them
later this month is just one more trib-
ute to their significant contributions
to Arkansas and America.

I congratulate each and every one of
them on being inducted into the Ar-
kansas Black Hall of Fame and extend
my sincere thanks for the impact they
have had on the State that we all love
and want to make better.

With that, I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATION OF ERIC DREIBAND

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise to
oppose the mnomination of Eric
Dreiband to be the Assistant Attorney
General for the Civil Rights Division of
the Justice Department.

Mr. Dreiband has no experience
working on many of the most impor-
tant duties of the Civil Rights Divi-
sion, such as protecting voting rights,
combating hate crimes, and ensuring
that police departments respect the
Constitution and civil rights laws.

Instead, he has extensive experience
representing corporations who have
been accused of employment discrimi-
nation and advocating against legisla-
tion to protect civil rights.

In his personal capacity, he has testi-
fied against the Lilly Ledbetter Fair
Pay Restoration Act and against legis-
lation to protect older workers from
discrimination.

We need a head of the Civil Rights
Division who will demonstrate inde-
pendence and a willingness to preserve
the right to vote and civil rights laws
in the face of this administration’s re-
gressive agenda.

I am not confident that Mr. Dreiband
will be the independent leader that the
Civil Rights Division needs. I cannot
support his nomination.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
rise to oppose the nomination of Eric
Dreiband to serve as Assistant Attor-
ney General of the Civil Rights Divi-
sion. His nomination is an affront to
the mission of the Civil Rights Divi-
sion, the career attorneys, and to ev-
eryone in our country dedicated to ad-
vancing civil rights.

Created in 1957, the mission of the
Civil Rights Division is to ‘“‘enforce[e]
federal statutes prohibiting discrimi-
nation on the basis of race, color, sex,
disability, religion, familial status and
national origin.”” The Civil Rights Divi-
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sion has been indispensable in helping
our country combat housing discrimi-
nation, voting rights abuses, and hate
crimes. It has also intervened in cases
of police misconduct in certain situa-
tions.

Mr. Dreiband is the wrong person to
lead the Civil Rights Division. He has
spent his entire career advocating for
weaker antidiscrimination laws. He has
testified in Congress against the Lily
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, the Protecting
Older Workers Against Discrimination
Act, and ban-the-box regulations.

Looking at this record, Mr. Dreiband
will do more to undermine than to pro-
tect efforts to prevent discrimination.
How can someone devoted to fighting
against antidiscriminatory laws now be
charged with leading an agency that
enforces antidiscrimination laws? It is
almost as if the Trump administration
is ““trolling” the agency itself with Mr.
Dreiband’s nomination.

Unfortunately, under Attorney Gen-
eral Sessions, the Department of Jus-
tice has already rolled back Obama-era
guidance that terminated the Federal
Government’s use of private prisons,
helped protect vulnerable transgender
students, and the Cole memo which al-
lowed prosecutorial discretion in sen-
tencing for drug cases. Mr. Dreiband’s
record suggests he will continue these
attacks on civil rights.

The Assistant Attorney General of
Civil Rights Division should be some-
one that will vigorously protect minor-
ity rights and aggressively expand civil
rights for all Americans. Mr. Dreiband
has shown that he is not that person.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, all postcloture time
has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Eric S. Dreiband, of Maryland, to be an
Assistant Attorney General?

Mr. CASSIDY. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from North Dakota (Ms.
HEITKAMP) and the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. NELSON) are necessarily ab-
sent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
TILLIS). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 230 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Alexander Boozman Cassidy
Barrasso Burr Collins
Blunt Capito Corker
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Cornyn Hoeven Portman
Cotton Hyde-Smith Risch
Crapo Inhofe Roberts
Cruz Isakson Rounds
Dair}es Johnson Sasse
Enzi Kennedy Scott
E?nst Kyl Shelby
Fischer Lankford Sullivan
Flake Lee Thune
Gardner McConnell Tillis
Graham Moran
Grassley Murkowski Tgomey
Hatch Paul Wicker
Heller Perdue Young
NAYS—47
Baldwin Harris Peters
Bennet Hassan Reed
Blumenthal Heinrich Sanders
Booker Hirono Schatz
Brown Jones Schumer
Cantwell Kaine Shaheen
Cardin King Smith
Carper Klobuchar Stabenow
Casey Leahy Tester
Coons Manchin Udall
Cortez Masto Markey
Donnelly McCaskill Van Hollen
Duckworth Menendez Warner
Durbin Merkley Warren
Feinstein Murphy Whitehouse
Gillibrand Murray Wyden
NOT VOTING—3
Heitkamp Nelson Rubio

The nomination was confirmed.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the cloture
motion for the Stewart nomination be
withdrawn and the Senate vote on con-
firmation of the Stewart nomination
and, if confirmed, the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of James N. Stew-
art, of North Carolina, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the Stewart
nomination.

The nomination was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.
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